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Statutory sex education from four would seriously undermine
the role of parents, says national family charity

4 July 2008, for immediaterelease

Cdllsto introduce statutory sex education lessons from the age of four are misguided and represent

an attempt to seriously undermine the role of parents, according to the Family Education Trust.
The Trust's director, Norman Wells, noted:

"Thereis no evidence at all to suggest that starting sex education at the age of four is going to reduce
sexually transmitted infection and abortion rates among teenagers. We have had 30 years of sex
education in secondary schools and it has never been more easy for teenagers to get hold of
contraception without their parents knowing, yet both abortion rates and sexually transmitted
infection rates have continued to rise. It's quite extraordinary that the fpa and Brook should be
calling on the government to impose something on every child in every school that has no proven

benefit whatsoever.

"What thisisreally all about is the sex education establishment trying to force schools to do
something many parents - and many teachers - are uncomfortable with. Schools already have to have
a sex education policy, but that policy must be developed in close consultation with parents, and
schools must be sensitive to the wishes of parents. But the fpa want to take parents out of the equation

and remove discretion from schools."

The government has previously acknowledged its limitations in achieving a reduction in high rates
of teenage pregnancy and stressed the unique and vital contribution that parents can make, but now
the fpa and Brook are proposing to effectively throw parents overboard by excluding them from

discussions about sex education provision in their children's schools.
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Norman Wells commented:

" Agencies such as the fpa and Brook have done a tremendous amount of damage by their failure to
set sexual intimacy in a clear moral context. They are wedded to the view that children under the age
of 16 are autonomous individuals who have a right to engage in sexual activity, and through their
emphasis on so-called 'safe sex, they have reinforced the idea that having a series of sexual partners

isthe norm.

"But sexual intimacy was never meant to be just about the joining of two bodies, but the joining of two
lives. In the context of a faithful, lifelong marriage, it expresses the total self-giving of a husband and
wife to each other. Yet the approach favoured by fpa and Brook has no room for encouraging young
people to save sex for marriage. The best it can offer is damage limitation in anticipation of a series

of broken relationships and broken hearts.

"Divorcing sex from marriage has not only led to high teenage conception rates and the sexual health
crisisinthe UK, but it also has a major part to play in family breakdown and all the misery that flows
fromit. What children and young people really need is to learn about love, stability, faithfulness and
permanence, and all the qualities required to build a lifelong marriage - and to learn about the

benefits of keeping love, marriage and sex together, and in that order."

ENDS

Family Education Trust is an educational charity committed to promoting stable family life and the

welfare of children and young people.
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